
 CREATING BUY-IN WITH POSITIVE 

BEHAVIOR SUPPORT TEAMS 

Rachel Freeman, Stacy Danov, & 

Michael Smull 

This webinar will address how to support people with disabilities 

who are challenging us to think differently about the ways we can 

create person-centered home and community settings. Effective 

teams encourage the use of empathy, mindfulness, and consensus 

building, especially when strong emotions are present among 

individual members. Presenters will describe team-based strategies 

and tools based on both person-centered practices and positive 

behavior support practices.  
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Rachel Freeman is the Director of State Initiatives for 

the Institute on Community Integration at the University of 

Minnesota. Dr. Freeman has been actively involved in positive 

behavior support (PBS), statewide technical assistance systems 

for evidence-based practices, evaluation design and 

implementation, and person-centered practices for over 20 

years. She conducts research and provides consultation and 

technical assistance at the state, regional, and local levels to 

teams implementing positive behavior support (PBS) and other 

practices within IDD organizations, education, juvenile justice, 

and mental health systems.   

 

 

Stacy Danov, Ph.D., LP, has experience working as a 

Psychologist implementing person centered practices and 

positive behavior supports in Minnesota. Dr. Danov is a 

certificated Person Centered Thinking and Person Centered 

Planning Picture of a Life trainer.  Her passion is to support 

people to get the lives they want to live.  During her free 

time, she enjoys spending time with her family, being 

active, and cooking. 

 

 

Michael Smull is the Chair of The Learning Community for 

Person Centered Practices (TLC-PCP) and a senior partner in 

Support Development Associates (SDA). He is the co-

developer of Essential Lifestyle Planning and has worked in 

48 states and seven countries. He has helped found three 

(3) community agencies, assisted existing agencies with the 

conversion from programs to supports, and helped states, 

regions, and counties change their structures in order to 

support self-determination. He has helped people leave 

institutions in the US and the UK.  
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